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ABSTRACT	

Recognizing	that	“Modern	cities	are	a	product	of	the	oil	age”,	this	paper	explores	the	Ecocity	concept	

as	 a	 Post	 Carbon	 solution,	 based	 upon	 Creative	 Descent	 strategies.	 The	 paper	 traces	 Ecocity	

developments	and	concludes	they	must	be	solutions	for	all	citizens.	It	explores	edible	landscapes	and	

offers	 a	 strategy	based	on	a	 scaling	up	of	 the	Global	 Ecovillage	Network.	 The	paper	 then	explores	

urban	 developments	 in	 Curitiba	 since	 2007:	 initially	 new	 direct	 actions	 from	 urban	 gardening	 and	

bicycle	 culture	 movements,	 a	 decade	 later	 these	 movements	 have	 matured	 and	 successfully	

implemented	major	urban	changes.	It	looks	at	the	victories	of	Cicloiguaçu,	new	community	gardens	

and	an	emerging	open	Municipalist	platform	that	is	effecting	change,	based	on	citizen	participation	

and	a	vibrant	inclusive	culture.	The	paper	closes	by	adding	to	growing	calls	for	Curitiba’s	government	

to	enable	all	citizens	to	participate	in	the	process	of	making	the	city,	50	years	since	Lefebvre’s	call	
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RESUMEN	

Reconhecendo	que	"as	cidades	modernas	são	um	produto	da	era	do	petróleo",	este	artigo	explora	o	

conceito	da	Ecocidade	como	uma	solução	Pós-Carbono,	baseadas	nas	estratégias	Descida	Criativa.	O	

artigo	rastreia	o	desenvolvimento	da	Ecocidade	e	conclui	que	eles	devem	ser	soluções	para	todos	os	

cidadãos.	 Explora	 paisagens	 comestíveis	 e	 oferece	 uma	 estratégia	 baseada	 na	 ampliação	 da	 Rede	

Global	de	Ecovilas.	Depois,	o	artigo	explora	os	desenvolvimentos	urbanos	em	Curitiba	desde	2007:	

inicialmente	novas	ações	diretas	dos	movimentos	urbanos	de	jardinagem	e	cultura	de	bicicletas,	uma	

década	 depois,	 esses	 movimentos	 amaduraram	 e	 implementaram	 com	 êxito	 grandes	 mudanças	

urbanas.	Ele	analisa	as	vitórias	de	Cicloiguaçu,	novos	jardins	comunitários	e	a	nova	plataforma	aberta	

municipal	 para	 efetuar	 mudanças	 com	 base	 na	 participação	 cidadã	 e	 uma	 cultura	 inclusiva	 e	

vibrante.	Ele	encerra,	aumentando	as	chamadas	para	o	governo	de	Curitiba	para	permitir	que	todos	

os	cidadãos	participem	do	processo	de	criação	da	cidade,	50	anos	desde	o	chamado	de	Lefebvre.	

PALAVRAS-CHAVE:	Ecocidades;	Participação	Cidadã,	Curitiba,	Paisagens	Comestíveis	



GLOBAL	ECOLOGICAL	CRISIS,	TIME	TO	RE-CONNECT	THE	ECONOMY	WITH	ECOLOGY	

Many	 Social	 Movements	 (SMs)	 and	 academic	 commentators	 identify	 today’s	 model	 of	 Global	

Capitalism	as	the	root	cause	of	the	current	Ecological	Crisis.	They	suggest	that	any	alternative	models	

to	todays	system	need	to	be	based	on	anti,	or	post,	capitalist	 ideas	or	practices	that	recognize	the	

limits	 of	 growth	 within	 the	 finite	 system	 of	 Planet	 Earth.	 Klein	 outlined	 in	 her	 2014	 book,	 This	

Changes	Everything:	Capitalism	vs.	the	Climate:		

Our	economic	system	and	our	planetary	system	are	now	at	war.	Or,	more	accurately,	our	economy	 is	at	war	
with	many	forms	of	life	on	earth,	including	human	life.	What	the	climate	needs	to	avoid	collapse	is	a	contraction	
in	humanity’s	use	of	resources;	what	our	economic	model	demands	to	avoid	collapse	is	unfettered	expansion.	
Only	one	of	these	sets	of	rules	can	be	changed,	and	it’s	not	the	laws	of	nature.	(KLEIN,	2014,	p.	27)	

	

The	extremity	of	the	Climate	Crisis	is	finally	widely	appreciated,	but	failure	by	society	to	quickly	adapt	

could	signal	the	destruction	of	Humanity,	as	outlined	by	Capra	(1996,	p,	304).	While	conscious	of	the	

severity	of	the	threat,	Capra	saw	the	situation	as	an	opportunity	for	radical	change	in	all	of	society:	

The	great	challenge	of	the	21st	century	will	be	to	change	the	value	system	underlying	the	global	economy,	so	as	
to	make	 it	 compatible	with	 the	demands,	of	human	dignity	 and	ecological	 sustainability.	As	 the	new	century	
unfolds,	 there	 are	 two	 developments	 that	 will	 have	 major	 impacts	 on	 the	 well	 being	 and	 ways	 of	 life	 on	
humanity.	Both	have	to	do	with	network,	and	both	involve	radically	new	technologies.	One	is	the	rise	of	global	
capitalism:	the	other	is	the	creation	of	sustainable	communities	based	on	ecological	literacy	and	the	practice	of	
eco	design.	(CAPRA,	2002,	p.	229)	

	

Planet	Earth	is	a	system	of	limited	resources.	Capitalism’s	early	development	grew	when	factories	in	

the	 North	 of	 England	 started	 uncontrolled	 pumping	 out	 of	 higher	 quantities	 of	 CO2	 into	 the	

atmosphere.	The	 system	has	now	hit	 its	 limits	and	 something	has	 to	 change,	as	Boulding	declared	

long	 ago:	 “Anyone	 who	 believes	 in	 indefinite	 growth	 in	 anything	 physical,	 on	 a	 physically	 finite	

planet,	is	either	mad	or	an	economist”		(BOULDING,	1966).	Part	of	today’s	problem	is	that,	due	to	the	

complex	 language	used,	 few	people	 fully	understand	what	 Economy	actually	means.	Many	equate	

“the	economy”	simply	with	business,	profit	generation	and	the	markets.	Kumar	(2009),	being	literary	

radical,	 helps	 us	 here	 by	 returning	 to	 the	 roots	 of	 the	 word	 Economy,	 while	 outlining	 its	 deep	

relationship	to	the	equally	important	word	Ecology:		

Ecology	and	Economy	are	derived	from	three	Greek	words:	oikos,	logos,	nomos.	‘Oikos’	means	home:	a	place	of	
relationships	 between	 all	 forms	 of	 life,	 sharing	 and	 participating	 in	 the	 evolution	 of	 the	 Earth	 community.	
‘Logos’	means	the	knowledge	of	our	planet	home,	and	‘nomos’	means	management	of	that	home.	

	

Based	on	sound	economic	values,	many	ecological	solutions	now	exist.	The	following	Ecocity	model	

offers	a	viable	tool	for	the	ecological	transformation	of	human	habitats	and	associated	landscapes.	



CREATING	ECOCITIES	FOR	ALL	

The	1973	Oil	Crisis	forced	critical	rethinking	about	Western	societies	energy	dependence,	leading	to	

alternative	 urbanism	 forms	 to	 the	US	 car	 centred	model	 being	 examined.	 Richard	 Register’s	 1987	

book	Ecocity	Berkeley:	Building	Cities	for	a	Healthy	Future	was	the	first	academic	use	of	the	phrase	

“Ecocity”	that	emerged	(ROSELAND,	1997),	followed	by	the	first	International	Ecocity	Conference	in	

1990	at	Berkeley.	After	many	UN	environmental	forums,	the	Brundtland	Report	 (1987)	proposed	a	

model	 of	 Sustainable	 Development	 (SD),	 based	 on	 three	 main	 pillars	 of	 economic	 growth,	

environmental	 protection,	 and	 social	 equality.	 The	 Hannover	 Principles:	 Design	 for	 Sustainability	

(MCDONOUGH	&	BRAUNGART,	1992)	and	Rogers	Cities	 For	A	 Small	 Planet	 (1997),	published	after	

his	1995	public	lectures	on	The	Sustainable	City,	increased	interest.	O’Meara	identified	cities	as	the	

global	 solution:	 “The	 struggle	 to	 achieve	 a	 sustainable	 balance	between	 the	 Earth’s	 resource	 base	

and	its	human	energy	will	be	largely	won	or	lost	in	the	world’s	cities”	(1999,	p.7)	and	identified	6	key	

areas	where	 change	needed	 to	happen	 to	make	 cities	 and	 the	 vast	 areas	 they	 affect	more	 viable:	

water,	 waste,	 food,	 energy,	 transportation,	 land	 use.	 Newman	 &	 Kenworthy	 launched	 their	

influential	book	Sustainability	and	Cities:	Overcoming	Automobile	Dependence	at	the	White	House	

In	1999,	citing	Curitiba	as	an	alternative	due	 to	 its	Bus	Rapid	Transit	 (BRT)	public	 transport	 system	

and	 urban	 landscape	 strategies.	 Herbert	 Girardet	 (1999)	 advocated	 Sustainable	 Cities	 as	 the	

solution.	By	 the	2000’s	newer	concepts	 challenged	 the	 limitations	of	 sustainability:	Resilient	 Cities	

would	 “substantially	 reduce	 their	 dependence	 on	 petroleum	 fuels	 in	 ways	 that	 are	 socially	 and	

economically	acceptable	and	feasible”	 (BEATLEY,	BOYER,	NEWMAN,	2009),	Girardet’s	Regenerative	

City	(2014)	recognized	the	great	need	to	fix	both	the	city	and	the	wider	world	of	natural	landscapes,	

soil	qualities,	hydrological	river	networks,	atmosphere,	all	of	which	have	been	seriously	destroyed	by	

urbanization.	He	advocated	cities	move	from	linear	to	circular	systems,	returning	plant	nutrients	and	

carbon	 to	 farmland	 feeding	 cities,	 to	 assure	 their	 long-term	 fertility,	 rebalancing	 the	 human-food-

waste	 relationship.	 Beatley’s	Biophilic	 City	 (2010)	 integrates	nature	 into	Urban	Design	 and	 repairs	

urban	areas	that	were	lost	or	degraded.		

During	 the	 1980s	 and	 early	 1990s,	 the	 Ecocity	 concept	 seemed	 somewhat	 vague;	 “a	 collection	 of	

ideas	 and	 propositions	 about	 sustainable	 urban	 planning,	 transportation,	 housing,	 public	

participation	and	social	justice,	with	practical	examples	relatively	few	and	far	between”	(JOSS,	2009,	

p.239),	that	changed	quickly	in	the	mid	2000s:		

The	phenomenon	appears	to	have	become	increasingly	global	and	mainstream,	against	the	background	of	the	
international	recognition	of	the	scale	and	severity	of	climate	change	and	rapid	urbanisation,	particularly	in	the	
developing	world…	with	countries	and	cities	 competing	 to	 take	a	 lead	 in	developing	and	applying	new	socio-
technological	 innovations	and	 thus	bringing	about	 the	next	generation	of	 sustainable	 towns	and	cities.	 (JOSS,	
2009,	p.240).	



The	two	grandest	Ecocity	projects,	heralding	a	new	age	for	urbanism,	were	Dongtan,	China	(launched	

2005)	and	Masdar	City,	Abu	Dhabi,	(launched	2006).	Both	were	motivated	by	financial,	political	gain	

and	supported	by	elite	power	structures	(SZE,	2015),	both	projects	had	British	design	groups	(Arup,	

Dongton	 :	 Norman	 Foster,	 Masdar)	 and	 both	 turned	 out	 to	 be	 spectacular	 failures	 (CUGURULLO,	

2013).	China	announced	in	2001	that	its	goal	was	to	build	400	new	cities	of	1	million	inhabitants	each	

by	 2020,	 or	 20	 new	 cities	 a	 year	 for	 20	 years	 (MARS,	 2008).	 Dongtan	 was	 to	 open	 in	 2010	 with	

accommodation	for	10,000,	no	construction	has	taken	place	yet.	Sze	&	Zhou	(2011,	p.218)	note:	“The	

desires	 that	 Dongtan	 represents	 are	 those	 of	 green	 or	 sustainable	 capitalist	 discourse,	 which	

suggests	that	capitalist	means	are	the	best	solution	to	environmental	problems”.	In	the	oil	rich	desert	

of	Masdar,	very	little	has	been	built	and	much	is	on	hold.	Cugurullo	(2013)	argues	that	Sustainability	

is	not	the	real	aim	of	Masdar	and	that	the	image	of	the	ideal	sustainable	city	was	used	to	boost	the	

local	economy	and	fulfil	the	political	interests	of	the	ruling	class.	He	labels	the	project	a	Frankenstein	

city	 (2016),	a	metaphor	 for	experiments	generated	by	 forced	union	of	different,	decaying	parts,	“a	

“patchwork”	of	different	pieces	of	urban	fabric	produced	by	different	clean-tech	projects”.	Analysing	

the	 most	 successful	 ecocity	 project	 in	 China:	 Tianjin	 eco-city,	 Caprotti	 (2015)	 asks	 the	 critical	

question:	 ‘Eco’	 for	 whom?.	 He	 likens	 Tianjin	 to	 the	 non-place	 (CUGURULLO,	 2013)	 of	 Masdar	

“characterized	by	grand	corporate	urban	planning	and	environmental-economic	visions,	but	devoid	

of	an	organic	 society-	a	 city	 stillborn”	 (CAPROTTI,	2015,	p.19).	His	 findings	point	 to	 the	creation	of	

modern	apartments	as	bubbles	or	containers	for	eco	living,	disconnected	from	the	public	realm	and	

void	of	a	sustainable,	socially	resilient	community	in	the	eco-city.	A	dream	built	on	marketing,	whose	

degree	of	artificialness	went	as	far	as	fake	leaves	being	tied	onto	a	whole	avenue	of	bare	trees,	which	

“seemed	 to	 point	 metaphorically	 to	 the	 strained	 marketing	 of	 a	 ‘harmonious’	 and	 ‘ecologically	

friendly’	city	as	an	artificial	and	ultimately	misleading	foil	for	yet	another	new-build	luxury	residential	

project”	(CAPROTTI,	2015,	p.16).	What	links	the	3	examples?	All	are	for	the	select	few,	not	the	many.	

Also	critical	of	this	wave	of	ecocity	development,	calling	it	Cyburbia	(Cyborg	and	Suburbia),	exclusive	

and	smart,	but	ultimately	a	non-resilient	city,	Johnson	adds:		

If	 you	 look	at	 these	“ecocities”,	a	 lot	of	 them	have	been	set	up	as	 this	gilded	speedboat	city,	 that	a	 few	rich	
people	jump	into	to	escape	the	sinking	titanic	of	the	megacity.	As	the	big	city	goes	down,	rather	than	trying	to	
solve	its	problems,	they	get	into	this	gated	community,	a	gilded	city	for	a	few.	(JOHNSON,	2015)	

	

This	paper	proposes	that	Ecocity	projects	must	engage	with	all	cities	and	communities,	not	just	the	

privileged	 exclusive	 few.	 In	 fact,	 such	 a	 project	 already	 exists,	 just	 not	with	 the	 “Ecocity”	 label.	 It	

comes	from	the	Ecovillage	world,	specifically	the	group	Global	Ecovillage	Network	(GEN).	What	this	

means	in	terms	of	structure	is	the	subject	of	another	paper:	Ecocity	solutions	work	around	a	fractal	

network	structure,	to	facilitate	dialogue	between	all	communities,	based	on	GENs	values	&	policies.	



FROM	ECOVILLAGES	TO	ECOCITIES	

GEN	 formed	 in	1995	after	 an	 international	 Ecovillage	 conference	 in	 Findhorn,	 Scotland.	 It	 includes	

about	10.000	communities,	representing	all	continents.	By	2001,	GEN	obtained	consultative	status	at	

the	UN	Economic	and	Social	Council	and	in	2004	they	created	their	global	education	network	(GAIA).	

Current	GEN	Director	Kosha	Joubert	states	(2017):	“Within	GEN,	we	say	that	every	village	needs	to	

become	 an	 ecovillage	 and	 every	 city	 a	 green	 city.	 In	 order	 to	 achieve	 these	 goals,	 the	 ecovillage	

approach	needs	 to	be	dramatically	 scaled	up	without	 losing	 its	core	values	of	being	 locally	owned,	

participatory	 processes”.	 Remembering	 that	 first	 conference	 for	 the	 evolving	 informal	 ecovillage	

network	in	Findhorn	in	1995,	organiser	Ross	Jackson	stated	how	popular	the	idea	was	(PAIS,	2015):	

The	conference	was	attended	by	over	400	people	from	40	countries,	while	another	300	who	wished	to	be	there	
had	to	be	turned	away.	It	was	clear	that	the	ecovillage	concept	had	hit	a	sensitive	nerve	with	a	lot	of	people.	

	

Immediately	 following	 this	 meeting,	 20	 people	 from	 different	 ecovillages	 met	 for	 five	 days	 and	

formally	established	 the	Global	 Ecovillage	Network	 (GEN)	 in	1995.	 Joubert	 added	 to	 the	Ecovillage	

concept	in	2017,	highlighting	they	could	include	urban	communities,	now	an	Ecovillage	is	seen	as	a:	

Intentional,	 traditional;	 rural	 or	 urban	 community	 that	 is	 consciously	 designed	 through	 locally	 owned,	
participatory	 processes	 in	 all	 four	 dimensions	 of	 sustainability	 (social,	 culture,	 ecology	 and	 economy)	 to	
regenerate	their	social	and	natural	environments	(JOUBERT,	2017)	

	

“Today,	GEN	 reaches	 out	 to	 around	 10.000	 communities	 on	 all	 continents.	We	have	 learned	 that,	

while	 there	 is	 no	 one	 way	 of	 being	 an	 ecovillage,	 there	 are	 three	 core	 practices	 shared	 by	 all”	

(JOUBERT,	 2017):	 1)	 Being	 rooted	 in	 local	 participatory	 processes	 2)	 Integrating	 social,	 cultural,	

economic	 and	 ecological	 dimensions	 in	 a	 whole	 systems	 approach	 to	 sustainability	 3)	 Actively	

restoring	and	regenerating	their	social	and	natural	environments.	While	most	GEN	projects	are	still	

rural,	there	are	now	two	projects	in	urban	districts	that	offer	insights	into	how	future	ecocities	might	

be	organised;	Los	Angeles	EcoVillage,	USA	and	Christiania	in	Copenhagen,	Denmark	(FIG	1	+	TABLE	1)	

NAME	 AREA	
YEAR	STARTED	+	RELEVANT	INFO	

LOCATION	 INHABITANTS	
Christiania	 4	hectares		

(84	acres)	
1971	-	Squatted	old	army	barracks	and	surrounding	lands	in	old	military	
complex.	 Despite	 varying	 conflicts	 with	 the	 municipality,	 allowed	 to	
continue	 as	 a	 cultural	 experiment.	 Open	 decision-making	 process	 by	
members.	Mix	of	cultural	spaces	and	low-tech	building	solutions.		

Copenhagen	city	
centre.	Denmark	

About	850	residents.	

Los	Angeles	
EcoVillage	(LAEV)	

2	block	neighbourhood	
(About	11	acres)	

1993	-	Space	includes	cooperative	affordable	housing,	native	landscape,	
on-site	 food	 growth,	micro	 social	 enterprises,	 a	 community	 land	 trust,	
pedestrian-friendly	 streetscape,	 bike-friendly	 amenities	 &	 democratic	
community-building	activities.	Created	in	response	to	Rodney	King	riots.		

Near	Koreatown,	
L.A.	USA	

30	-	40	intentional	
community	members	

	

TABLE	1:	CRISTIANIA	&	LOS	ANGELES	ECOVILLAGES	



	
FIGURE	1:	TOP-	CRISTIANIA	:	BOTTOM-	LOS	ANGELES	ECOVILLAGE	(SOURCES:	LAEV	+	WIKIPEDIA)	

	

Newman	 &	 Jennings	 (2008)	 have	 identified	 the	 GEN	 experiments,	 referencing	 to	 both	 LAEV	 and	

Christiania	 as	 possible	 solutions	 in	Cities	 as	 Sustainable	 Ecosystems:	 Principles	 and	 Practices	 and	

state	 that	 the	 Urban	 Ecovillage	 Network	 has	 emerged	 recently	 in	 North	 America,	 applying	 GEN’s	

concepts	 to	 cities,	 engaging	 “urban	 neighbourhoods	 throughout	 the	 world	 in	 the	 process	 of	

reinventing	how	we	 live	 in	 cities,	 to	be	more	ecologically,	 economically	and	culturally	 sustainable”	

(NEWMAN	&	JENNINGS,	2008	p.179).	Ecocities	based	on	GEN	practices	seem	possible	and	necessary.		

ECOCITIES	AND	EDIBLE	LANDSCAPES	

Food	 production	 and	 distribution	 is	 a	 critical	 part	 of	 the	 resilient	 /	 regenerative	 city,	 in	 regard	 to	

systems	that	use	 less	oil	 in	both	the	production	process	and	transport	system.	Hopkins	 (2008)	and	

Girardet	(2014)	 look	at	Cuba	as	an	example	of	what	happens	when	a	society	 is	confronted	by	Peak	

Oil.	With	the	demise	of	the	Soviet	Union,	Cuba’s	oil	 levels	were	radically	reduced	which	resulted	in	

major	urban	shifts,	one	of	which	was	a	massive	increase	in	a	programme	of	urban	agriculture,	which	



was	supported	by	Australian	Permaculture	(PC)	activists.	Roof	areas	were	converted	into	farms,	open	

spaces	were	turned	into	community	gardens	and	a	network	of	informal	and	decentralized	economic	

markets	 sprung	 up	 organically.	 Health	 levels	 improved	 due	 to	 citizens	 cycling	 And	 climbing	 stairs.	

Cuba’s	 urban	 transformation	 inspired	UK	architects	 Katrin	Bohn	&	André	Viljoen	 to	developed	 the	

Continuous	Productive	Urban	Landscapes	(CPUL)	model	in	2005,	for	linear	food	production	strips	in	

modern	cities,	using	derelict	 spaces,	coupled	with	community	areas,	as	base	 for	Sustainable	Cities.	

They	designed	plans	for	London	that	inspired	similar	local	eco	urban	food	farming	projects,	such	as	

Dublin,	Ireland	(2005).	In	2007,	they	were	invited	by	Middlesbrough	city	council	to	participate	in	the	

Designs	of	the	Time	(DOTT	07)	Middlesbrough	Urban	Farming	Project	(FIG	2).	This	yearlong	series	of	

community	 projects	 in	 the	 large	 North	 East	 of	 England	 post-industrial	 town	 (Current	 Population:	

174,700)	“explored	how	design	can	 improve	our	 lives	 in	meaningful	ways”.	The	architects	analysed	

the	city,	mapped	it	and	proposed	a	CPUL	design,	with	80	food	production	locations	across	the	city.		

	
FIGURE	2:	MIDDLESBROUGH	CPUL	PROPOSAL	(SOURCE:	VILJOEN	&	BOHN,	DOTT	07	/	MIDDLESBROUGH	COUNCIL	(2007)		



A	report	in	a	UK	paper	outlined	the	success	of	this	deeply	collaborative	and	educational	food	project:	

All	over	the	town,	disused	urban	spaces	were	turned	into	fertile	corners	bursting	with	freshly	grown	fruit	and	
vegetables	 as	more	 than	 1,000	 residents	 took	 part	 in	 a	 project	 aimed	 at	 changing	 the	way	 they	 think	 about	
food.	The	idea	of	the	urban	farming	project	was	to	make	people	more	aware	of	food	miles,	improve	health	and	
aid	 regeneration	of	 the	borough,	which	 contains	 the	ninth	most	deprived	area	 in	 the	UK.	Groundwork	South	
Tees	 advised	 schools,	mental	 health	 hospitals,	 residential	 care	 homes	 and	 retailers	 on	 planting	 and	 growing	
many	varieties	of	herbs,	vegetables	and	fruit.	Containers	of	different	sizes	were	used	so	people	could	cultivate	
whatever	 space	 they	 had.	 Middlesbrough	 borough	 council	 turned	 over	 parkland,	 town-centre	 planters	 and	
other	landholdings	for	fruit	and	vegetable	growing.	The	eight-month	project	culminated	in	a	town	meal	outside	
the	Middlesbrough	 Institute	of	Modern	Art,	where	up	 to	8,000	people	 shared	meals	 from	 the	 food	 that	had	
been	grown.	(EARLY,	2008)	

	

“Modern	cities	are	a	product	of	the	oil	age”	(BROWN,	2005,	p.36),	but	food	projects	like	CPULS	offer	

a	route	for	entire	cities	to	create	Creative	Descent	strategies	(FIG	3)	that	advocate	reducing	energy	

and	 resource	 dependence,	 pollution	 and	 environmental	 degradation,	 while	 increasing	 community	

resilience	through	citizen	participation.	Many	Post	Carbon	 initiatives	and	movements,	 like	GEN	and	

GAIA,	 are	 already	 engaged	 in	 this	work.	Others	 include	Degrowth,	 Agroecology,	 Permaculture	 and	

Transition	Towns	(TT),	whose	founder	Rob	Hopkins	is	hopeful	about	our	inevitable	future:	

The	end	of	what	we	might	call	The	Age	of	Cheap	Oil	(which	lasted	from	1859	until	the	present)	is	near	at	hand,	
and	that	 for	a	society	utterly	dependent	on	 it,	 this	means	enormous	change:	but	 that	 the	 future	with	 less	oil	
could	be	preferable	to	the	present,	if	we	plan	sufficiently	in	advance	with	imagination	and	creativity.	

	

	
FIGURE	3:	PERMACULTURE	INSPIRED	CREATIVE	DESCENT	(SOURCE:	ALEXIA	COKE	&	TRANSITION	NETWORK,	2010)	



CURITIBA	2007:	NEW	DIRECT	ACTION	BASED	SOCIAL	MOVEMENTS	

Ongoing	groups,	social	movements,	projects,	actions	and	calls	on	local	government	to	facilitate	wider	

citizen	 participation	 in	 Curitiba	 existed	 for	 decades,	 but	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 define	 exactly	 when	 real	

moments	of	impact	began	to	happen.	Similar	to	trends	in	Europe	and	other	global	cities,	Curitiba	saw	

the	emergence	of	new	youth	movements	in	the	early	2000s	concerned	about	environmental	 issues	

and	 proposing	 change	 not	 in	 the	 traditional	way	 of	 requesting	 it	 from	 above,	 but	 taking	 peaceful	

direct	action	to	attempt	to	implement	it	from	below,	in	areas	of	anti	car	culture,	cycling	&	gardening.	

Some	of	 the	groups	grew	out	of	 the	cities	strong	rock,	metal	and	punk	music	scenes,	within	which	

many	 people	 first	 came	 into	 contact	with	 anarchist	 ideas,	most	 notably	 the	 Jardinagem	 Libertaria	

(Libertarian	 Gardening	 -	 JL)	 collective,	 who	 since	 2007	 planted	 native	 trees,	 both	 edible	 and	 not,	

around	 the	 city,	 without	 permission,	 and	 helped	 create	 a	 community	 garden	 in	 the	 Portão	

neighbourhood,	 with	 permission.	 Using	 the	 anarchist	Ⓐ	 symbol	 in	 their	 blogs	 banner	 and	 the	

clenched	 fist	 holding	 a	 carrot	 (symbol	 of	 the	 Food	 Not	 Bombs	 project)	 on	 sprayed	 DIY	 signs	 left	

alongside	the	newly	planted	trees,	their	objective	was	a	radical	greening	of	their	city,	Curitiba	(FIG	4).	

	

FIGURE	4:	LIBERTARIAN	GARDENING	DIRECT	ACTION	2007.	(FAMÍLIA	PETROSKI,	2010	+	JARDINAGEM	LIBERTARIA,	2007)	



JL	did	not	create	an	official	group,	it	grew	organically	in	an	open	way	allowing	for	anybody	being	able	

to	 use	 the	 name	 for	 an	 action	 or	 project.	 Perhaps	 its	most	 well	 known	 victory	 is	 Jardim	 de	 Sofia	

(Sofia’s	garden),	where	activists	planted	a	number	of	native	trees	alongside	the	river	Belem	in	March	

2010	to	mark	the	birth	of	the	daughter	of	one	of	the	chief	activists	Goura	(aka	Jorge	Brand).	Without	

permission,	they	carried	out	the	action	“Directly	under	the	nose	of	the	authorities”	(GOURA,	2010),	

next	to	the	centre	of	power	in	Parana	State;	the	Iguaçu	Palace	in	the	Centro	Civico	neighbourhood.	In	

2012	the	municipality	officially	recognized	the	green	area	and	incorporated	it	into	the	city	parks	and	

gardens	list.	Writing	in	the	local	paper	in	2012,	Goura	said	about	their	struggle:		

A	city	made	for	people,	which	considers	the	human	scale,	the	speed	of	feet	and	the	view	of	the	horizon,	is	quite	
different	from	a	city	built	for	cars,	or	even	a	city	that	submits	itself	to	the	commands	and	counter	demands	of	
the	 real	 estate	 business.	 Curitiba	 does	 not	 seem	 to	 know	 exactly	which	 category	 it	 fits	 into.	 A	 tree	 planting	
policy	should	be	built	with	the	effective	participation	of	the	residents.	Children	and	schools	can	play	a	central	
role	in	this.	Tree	seedlings	can	be	distributed	regularly	at	street	fairs,	with	planting	instructions.	All	household	
organic	waste	can	be	easily	turned	into	compost	in	our	own	homes	to	become	soil	for	squares	and	sidewalks,	
significantly	relieving	the	burden	of	landfills.	In	the	end,	the	trees	represent	the	cycle	of	life,	the	water,	the	air,	
and	everything	we	ignore	in	our	haste	and	folly.	(GOURA,	2012,	Authors	translation)	

	

World	Carfree	Day	(WCD)	2007	was	a	pivotal	moment	for	Cicloativismo	(Bike	activism)	in	Curitiba.	A	

group	 called	Bicicletada,	 a	 local	word	 for	 bike	 ride,	was	 set	 up	 in	 2003	 by	 Luis	 Patricio	 and	 other	

activists,	 inspired	 by	 the	 Critical	Mass	movement	 that	 began	 in	 San	 Francisco	 in	 September	 1992.	

Since	the	1970s,	under	Jamie	Lerner,	a	few	kilometres	of	bike	lanes	were	constructed	alongside	the	

river	Belem	to	connect	a	series	of	parks,	but	these	were	for	leisure	purposes	only,	not	as	a	means	of	

safe	commuting	to	and	from	work	or	university.	On	WCD	2007,	September	22nd,	activists	carried	out	

a	direct	action	that	acted	as	a	major	catalyst	for	subsequent	urban	and	political	changes	in	Curitiba.	

Tired	 of	 the	 insecurity	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 space	 for	 those	 who	 didn’t	 own	 a	 car	 and	 taking	 into	 account	 the	
indifference	 from	 the	 municipalities,	 a	 group	 of	 activists,	 supported	 by	 local	 residents	 at	 Alto	 da	 Glória	
neighborhood,	 decided	 to	 paint	 a	 cyclelane	 in	 one	 block.	 Before	 the	 act,	 the	 media	 and	 authorities	 were	
informed	through	an	open	letter	that	was	signed	by	many	residents	and	businessmen	in	the	area.	So,	at	the	end	
of	a	public,	pacific	and	leaderless	bike	ride	that	occurs	monthly	in	our	city,	the		“First	Cyclelane	of	Curitiba”	was	
painted	by	a	group	of	approximately	50	people	during	daylight.	(PATRICIO,	2008)	

	

The	1-meter	wide	bikelane	on	Augusto	Stresser	Street	(FIG	5)	had	been	painted	with	proper	paint	for	

asphalt,	 but	 the	 authorities	 painted	 over	 it	 some	days	 after.	 Some	weeks	 later,	 the	 bike	 lane	was	

painted	again	during	another	public	action	with	the	support	of	 local	residents	and	media	coverage.	

This	time	the	police	turned	up	and	3	activists	were	arrested	for	an	“environmental	crime”,	charged	

and	fined	R$	750	each	(250	€).	Much	momentum	and	a	creative	culture	developed	around	the	bike	

SM,	leading	to	meetings	between	the	bike	activists	and	City	Hall,	as	well	as	much	discussions	in	both	

the	media	and	public	realms	about	Curitiba’s	claim	to	be	a	“Sustainable	City”	without	any	bike	lanes.			



	
FIGURE	5:	CURITIBA’S	FIRST	STREET	BIKELANE	2007-	ERASED	BY	COUNCIL	(SOURCE:	GAZETA	DO	POVO	&	PATRICIO,	2008)	

	

GREENING	THE	CITY:	RESPONSES	FROM	CURITIBA	

Curitiba	has	been	seen	as	a	 leader	 in	 the	area	of	ecologically	based	urbanism	since	the	1970s,	The	

Ecologist	magazine	 labelling	 it	as	The	Greenest	 city	on	Earth	 in	2014	(BARTH).	Many	feel	since	the	

1990s	the	city	has	“rested	on	its	laurels”	(IRÁZABAL,	2009)	and	there	are	growing	calls	for	Curitiba’s	

government	 to	 involve	citizens	 in	 the	planning	process	 in	a	more	 thorough	way,	 to	 increase	“their	

democratic	participation	in	the	process	of	making	the	city”	(MOURA,	2005).	2007	was	a	turning	point	

in	Curitiba	due	to	new	urban	actions	and	philosophies.	Perhaps	the	impact	of	these	actions	was	not	

seen	at	the	time,	but	they	have	since	been	built	upon	to	create	an	ever-growing	culture	seeking	to	

transform	Curitiba	through	open	collaboration,	inviting	all	citizens	to	participate	in	making	their	city.	

Referring	to	this	as	Greening	the	City,	this	paper	outlines	the	major	actions	of	recent	years	(TABLE	2):	

YEAR	 NAME	 CHIEF	CHARACTERISTICS	
2001	 Casa	da	

Videira	
NGO.	 Christian	 &	 anarchist	 roots.	 Self-sustaining	 community	 living	 on	 livestock	 and	 urban	
agriculture.	 Began	 in	 Curitiba	 municipality	 2001,	 left	 2014,	 returned	 2017.	 Founder	 Olivera	
advising	Curitiba	city	council	on	urban	agriculture.		

2007	 Jardinagem	
Libertaria	

“Libertarian	Gardening”:	Unauthorized	 tree	planting	&	attempts	 at	 community	 food	 gardens.	
Open	social	movment,	inspired	by	anarchism	&	direct	action.	

2009	
>	∞	

Bananeiras	
do	Juvevê	

Man	 plants	 banana	 trees	 in	 front	 of	 house	 for	 food,	 shade	&	 community	 space.	 2017	 fined.	
Community	support,	Mayor	annulls	fine,	allows	garden	to	remain.	

2010	
>	∞	

Jardim	de	
Sofia		

JL	 activists	 planted	 a	 number	 of	 native	 trees	 alongside	 the	 river	 Belem,	 next	 to	 government	
buildings.	2012,	municipality	officially	recognizes	as	urban	garden.		

2012	 -
2017	

Jardim	das	
amoras	

Urban	Permaculture	Laboratory	3km	from	city	centre,	in	home	of	project	owner	beside	Belem	
river.	Ran	paid	courses	&	workshops.	Difficult	to	financially	sustain.	Ran	organic	food	exchange	
&	had	fruit	forest,	dry	toilet,	earthen	oven.	

2013	
>	∞	

Parque	
Gomm	

Community	 direct	 action	 to	 block	 proposed	 new	 street	 into	 shopping	 centre.	 Self-organized	
space,	mandala	agrofloresta	garden	with	native	seeds.	Had	weekly	cultural	events	for	3	years.		

2014	 Praça	 A	reclaimed	piece	of	public	space,	abandoned	for	20	years.	Community	designed	and	built	new	



>	∞	 Ciclista	 cyclists	square.	Small	area	for	food	trees	and	flowers.	Led	to	improvement	of	dangerous	street.	
2014	 -
2015	

OCEL	 6-month	 occupation	 of	 empty	 25-story	 building	 in	 centre	 by	 homeless,	 activist	 &	 periphery	
communities.	Small	urban	community	garden,	public	agro	ecology	classes.	Cultural	events:	Hip-
hop,	murals	&	street	parties.	Ended	with	eviction.	

2016	
>	∞	

Horta	
Calçada	
Cristo	Rei	

Community	 took	 over	 grass	 area	 of	 footpath	 for	 planting	 zone.	 Fined	 and	 received	massive	
citizen	support.	Mayor	met	them,	cancelled	fine	and	stated	he	would	change	civic	law	to	allow	
for	planting	gardens	in	all	unused	city	spaces.	UN	FOOD	GARDENS	featured	project	recently.	

2016	 Mão	na	
Terra	

Social	 Movement	 based	 around	 Permaculture	 &	 Urban	 agroforestry.	 A	 Republica	 (student	
shared	living	space)	in	the	centre,	beside	cycle	path.	Runs	weekly	events,	food,	music,	films.	

2017	 Horta	do	
Jacu	

Occupation	 of	 public	 owned	 land.	 Began	 in	 December.	 Strong	 neighbourhood	 involvement,	
community	compost	recycling.	Featured	in	city	music	event,	with	100	cyclists	visiting	in	2018.	

	
TABLE	2:	MAJOR	GREENING	THE	CITY	ACTIONS	OF	RECENT	YEARS	(SOURCE	AUTHOR)	
	

In	 2013	 a	 conflict	 about	 public	 space	 started	 that	 led	 to	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 Parque	 Gomm	

community.	They	defined	their	struggle	as	GOMM	VS	GODZILLA,	and	although	the	fight	was	about	a	

physically	small	space,	it	was	actually	about	2	different	urbanisms:	The	controlled	private	domain	vs	

the	public	realm.	In	response	to	a	proposed	new	street	for	a	luxury	shopping	centre	through	a	public	

green	space	in	Batel,	local	community	activists	occupied	land,	built	a	community	garden	in	the	shape	

of	a	mandala	using	agro	ecology	principles	with	a	creole	seed	bank	(FIG	6)	and	held	cultural	events	

every	Saturday	for	3	years.	It	was	an	incredible	community	catalyst,	of	a	very	diverse	group	of	people	

from	 different	 regions	 of	 the	 city.	 This	 forced	 the	 council	 to	 listen	 to	 local	 demands	 and	 inspired	

similar,	rhizomatic	like,	responses	in	other	parts	of	the	city.	Members	of	the	Gomm	community	were	

involved	 in	setting	up	2	more	community	garden	projects	 in	the	city:	Horta	Calçada	Cristo	Rei	 (The	

sidewalk	garden	in	Cristo	Rei	neighbourhood)	and	Horta	do	Jacu	(The	Jacu’s	garden,	a	type	of	hen).		

	

FIGURE	6:	GOMM	DYNAMIC	AROUND	THE	COMMUNITY	GARDEN	(SOURCE:	FAETUSA	TEZELLI	&	GOTO,	2015)	



FROM	DIRECT	ACTION	TO	MUNICIPAL	CHANGE	

Since	2007	more	bike	movements	grew	and	discussions	focused	on	what	changes	these	loose	cycling	

Social	Movements	wanted	in	the	city.	It	became	clear	that	more	formal	structures	would	need	to	be	

created	 to	 realize	 some	 of	 the	 dreams	 of	 the	 diverse	 community,	 so	 the	 Cicloiguaçu	 cyclists	

association	 formed	 in	 2011	 to	 specifically	 advance	 these	 urban	mobility	 issues.	 Also	 in	 2011	 bike	

activists	rented	a	space	and	set	up	the	Bicicletaria	Cultural,	in	a	run	down	part	of	the	centre	of	town.	

This	offered	a	safe	space	to	store	bikes	and	for	groups	to	work	from,	as	well	as	being	a	cultural	centre	

to	 further	 promote	 and	 build	 up	 the	 cultural	 diversity	 around	 the	 bike	world.	 The	 year	 2014	 saw	

Cicloiguaçu	 host	 the	 3rd	 World	 Bicycle	 Forum,	 which	 was	 attended	 by	 hundreds	 of	 people	 from	

Brazil,	Latin	America	and	other	countries,	including	guest	speakers	and	activists	from	Europe	and	the	

US.	 The	 focus	 of	 the	 conference	went	 beyond	 just	 cycling	 issues	 to	 include	 full	 exploration	 about	

urban	 issues,	 under	 the	 title	 “The	 Balanced	 City”.	 The	 city	mayor’s	 office	 supported	 the	 event	 by	

placing	an	artists	big	bike	sculpture	in	front	of	City	Hall.	This	was	replaced	by	a	more	robust,	3-metre	

sculpture	 that	 demonstrated	 continued	 support	 for	 city	 bike	 movements	 by	 mayor	 Gustav	 Fruet,	

until	the	end	of	his	term	in	2016.	Cicloiguaçu’s	most	ambitious	project	began	after	the	World	Forum.	

The	Praça	de	bolso	do	ciclista	 (Cyclists	Pocket	Square)	radically	transformed	a	tiny	corner	of	an	old	

street	in	the	old	city	centre	of	Curitiba.	A	space	less	than	40	square	meters,	which	had	been	derelict	

and	boarded	up	for	20	years,	on	a	critical	corner	of	a	street	that	had	been	a	dangerous,	nearly	no	go	

area,	 used	 by	 drug	 addicts,	 went	 through	 a	 transformation	 led	 by	 the	 public,	 facilitated	 by	

Cicloiguaçu.	They	had	lobbied	the	council	for	years	as	to	who	owned	the	site	and	demanded	change,	

which	 resulted	 in	 the	 council	 declaring	 a	 public	 square	was	 to	 be	 built	 with	 Cicloiguaçu	 acting	 as	

project	managers.	 The	 council	 had	 limited	 funds,	 so	 an	 open	 public	 process	 saw	 architects	within	

Cicloiguçu	 designing	 the	 square	 collaboratively	 and	 it	 being	 built	 over	 a	 series	 of	 weekends	 for	 4	

months	by	the	public	through	the	Brazilian	system	of	Mutirão,	self	organized	collective	work	events	

(FIG	 7).	 The	 council	 closed	 traffic	 on	 the	 street	 during	 these	 periods.	 #RecrieSuaCidade	 (Recreate	

Your	City)	and	#CidadeParaPessoas	(City	For	People)	were	the	hashtags	used	for	online	media	for	the	

calls	 made	 by	 Cicloiguaçu.	 Many	 artists	 supported	 the	 process,	 doing	 artwork	 on	 the	 new	 walls,	

creating	gardens,	building	a	bench	using	permaculture	methods,	doing	a	group	mosaic	project	for	the	

bench	(Gaudi	meets	playschool),	street	fairs,	games	area	on	the	street,	art	workshops,	theatre	and	

music	 in	 the	 road,	painting	a	white	patch	on	 the	wall	 for	night	 time	cinema.	Mayor	Fruet	officially	

opened	 the	Cyclists	 Square	before	a	huge	bike	 ride	on	 International	Car	 Free	Day	2014,	a	massive	

victory	7	years	after	the	first	day	of	direct	action	when	the	first	bike	lane	was	painted	on	the	street.	

These	months	were	an	explosion	of	creativity	and	celebration,	when	a	cities	public	made	urbanism.		



	

FIGURE	7:	MUTIRÃO.	CURITIBA	PUBLIC	BUILD	THEIR	NEW	SQUARE	(SOURCE:	PRAÇA	DE	BOLSO	DO	CICLISTA,	2014)	

Cicloiguaçu’s	work	has	led	to	many	major	urban	changes	in	Curitiba	(FIG	8).	Their	first	major	victory	

was	in	July	2014	with	the	creation	of	the	first	official	cyclelane	on	Brazil’s	first	Via	Calma	(Calm	way),	

alongside	 the	 iconic	 BRT	bus	 system,	on	 the	 September	 7th	 Street.	 The	6,3	 km	designated	bicycle	

only	route	stretches	from	Rua	Mariano	Torres	to	Praça	do	Japão,	alongside	cars	limited	to	a	speed	of	

30	 km/h.	 The	 following	 year,	 a	 second	 traffic	 calmed	 bikeway	 was	 implemented,	 the	 Ciclorrota	

(Bikeway)	between	PUC	city	university	and	 the	dense	urban	neighbourhood	of	Portão.	 The	6,2	km	

shared	space	stretch	with	blue	and	white	bike	circle	symbols	painted	on	the	crossing	points	of	more	

dangerous	 streets	 was	 developed	 by	 the	 city	 council	 with	 the	 assistance	 of	 IPPUC	 (city	 planning	

office).	Mais	 Bici	 (More	 bikes)	was	 set	 up	 in	 2016	 as	 part	 of	 the	 city	 government	 offices,	 through	

which	Cicloiguaçu	activists	have	had	greater	ability	to	develop	public	policy	for	citizens,	especially	in	

the	 overlooked	 periphery	 or	 poorer	 parts	 of	 the	 city.	 They	 have	 open	 montly	 meetings	 that	 the	

public	 can	 participate	 in.	 The	 council	 has	 implemented	 many	 of	 Cicloiguaçu’s	 proposals	 for	 clear	

street	signage	for	bicycles	and	the	issuing	of	free	maps	to	the	citizens.	The	Área	Calma	(Calm	Area)	

came	into	effect	in	November	2015	with	a	maximum	speed	limit	of	40	km/h	within	the	central	zone	

and	 22	 speed	 cameras	 at	 12	 junctions	 to	 monitor	 car	 speeds.	 The	 argument	 is	 that	 if	 accidents	



happen,	the	risk	of	death	is	greatly	reduced	by	such	speed	reduction.	The	project	was	implemented	

while	 Fruet	 was	 still	 mayor.	 The	 project	 is	 controversial	 and	 hated	 by	many	 drivers	 and	with	 the	

election	 of	 a	 new	 mayor,	 Greco,	 in	 2016,	 the	 council	 is	 talking	 about	 scrapping	 the	 scheme.	

Cicloiguaçu	and	other	groups	continue	to	fight	to	keep	the	project	 in	place.	Since	2014	Cicloiguaçu	

have	participated	in	the	creation	of	Vaga	Vivas	 in	the	city,	artistic	actions	to	temporarily	transform	

car	parking	spaces	into	social	spaces,	which	has	led	to	the	construction	of	3	permanent	small	public	

spaces	with	seating:	Centro	Civico	(2015),	Rua	Riachuelo	(2015),	Municipal	Market	(2017).	

	

FIGURE	8:		L)	CYCLING	INFRASTRUCTURE	R)	CURITIBA	AREA	CALMA.	(SOURCE:	CICLOIGUAÇU,	2017)	

Cicloiguaçu’s	president	Goura	was	asked	to	join	City	Hall’s	transport	group	SETRAN	in	2015,	then	he	

was	 asked	by	CicloIguaçu	 and	other	 social	movements	 to	 run	 for	 the	 State	Governor	 elections,	 to	

highlight	 their	 causes	 and	 give	 greater	 profile	 to	 their	work.	He	 received	many	 votes	 but	was	 not	

elected.	 In	 2016,	 Goura	 was	 asked	 to	 run	 for	 Municipal	 elections	 as	 a	 city	 councillor.	 Although	

running	 for	 the	 PDT	 (Democratic	 Workers	 Party)	 party,	 Goura	 worked	 with	 social	 movements	 to	

create	a	horizontal	open	platform	with	a	number	of	working	groups	(GTs)	focusing	on	various	areas,	

including	 mobility	 and	 sustainable	 urbanism.	 This	 co-created	 process	 resulted	 in	 the	 political	

mandate	 on	 which	 Goura	 ran	 and	 was	 successfully	 elected	 as	 a	 local	 councillor.	 The	 GTs	 are	 still	

active,	with	Goura’s	office	acting	as	a	conduit	between	the	demands	and	proposals	from	civil	society	

and	the	political	city	mechanism.	Goura	created	a	series	of	public	assemblies	in	the	City	hall,	to	allow	

wider	input	from	the	public.	Through	this	process	Cicloiguaçu	continue	to	make	proposals	to	the	city	

authorities	about	shaping	the	city,	some	of	the	group	work	in	Goura’s	office	in	City	Hall.	 In	9	years,	

Curitiba	activists	have	gone	from	occupying	streets	to	occupying	the	institutions	of	municipal	power.	



A	MUNICIPALIST	FUTURE	FOR	CURITIBA?	

While	Goura	is	busy	with	official	activities,	he	still	carries	out	open	JL	and	other	actions	with	groups	

he	is	part	of:	Last	year	on	June	5th,	World	Environmental	day,	people	planted	40	more	native	trees	in	

Jardim	de	Sofia.	With	many	new	projects	beginning	and	more	groups	open	to	citizen	participation,	a	

recurring	question	is	where	could	all	this	lead.		

Some	point	to	Barcelona	and	the	democratic	feminist	revolution	underway	there,	where	Ada	Colau	

became	mayor	 in	 2015	 along	with	 the	Barcelona	 en	Comú	 (Barcelona	 together)	 citizen’s	 platform.	

Their	structure	is	based	around	a	set	of	4	related	characteristics	(SHEA	BAIRD,	2017):		

1)	Distinctive	political	organization	reflects	diversity	of	local	political	landscape		
2)	Open	and	participatory	decision-	making	processes		
3)	Organizational	structure	is	relatively	horizontal	(for	example,	based	on	neighbourhood	assemblies)	and	
guides	elected	representatives		
4)	Capacity	for	institutional	action	depends	on	strong,	organized	movements	in	the	streets	that	push	elected	
leaders.		

	

With	 the	 Right	 to	 the	 City	 already	 written	 into	 Brazils	 laws,	 if	 Curitiba	 were	 to	 go	 down	 this	

Municipalist	path	this	year	in	2018,	it	would	be	an	amazing	way	to	celebrate	the	50	year	anniversary	

of	the	publication	of	Lefebvre’s	work	in	1968.	Either	way,	all	activists	working	hard	in	Curitiba	today	

agree	that	it	feels	like	the	city	is	at	another	very	important	turning	point	based	on	the	local	actions	of	

active	citizens	that	are	forming	activist	networks	and	a	shared	vision	for	a	more	sustainable	city.		

	

CONCLUSIONS	

The	term	Sustainable	Cities	was	of	its	time,	but	no	longer	encapsulates	all	the	issues	a	city	must	deal	

with	today,	or	respond	to.	The	term	fails	to	embrace	newer	concepts	such	as	resilience,	regeneration	

and	more.	This	paper	suggests	replacement	of	that	term	with	Ecocities,	a	term	not	fully	defined,	but	

that	 encapsulates	 the	 utopian	 dream	 of	 what	 cities	 could	 be,	 should	 be,	 or	 might	 yet	 be.	 While	

recognizing	 that	 recent	mega	 “Ecocity”	 projects	 in	 Asia	 have	 negatively	 affected	 this	 concept,	 this	

paper	suggests	that	the	phrase	should	be	reclaimed.	Ecocity	projects	must	be	for	all	citizens	and	not	

the	few.	They	must	deal	with	the	full	city,	with	all	the	associated	challenges,	and	not	just	create	more	

gated	communities;	isolated	from	the	wider	urban	system	they	are	part	of.	

This	 paper	 suggests	 that	 the	 GEN	 ecovillage	methodology,	 practice	 and	 global	 community	 should	

form	 the	 basis	 for	 a	 true	 global	 Ecocity	 network.	GEN	 consists	 of	more	 than	 10,000	 communities,	

including	 two	 urban	 districts,	 with	 all	 continents	 of	 the	 planet	 represented.	 Their	 network	 is	 a	

culmination	of	20	years	of	experience	by	a	diverse	global	community.	GEN	desires	a	planetary	scale	



up,	to	where	“every	village	is	an	ecovillage,	every	city	a	green	city”,	without	losing	their	core	values	

of	being	 locally	owned,	participatory	processes.	The	Ecocity	challenge	 is	 to	understand	how	such	a	

vision	can	be	implemented	globally	in	today’s	massive	cities,	Municipalism	offers	solutions	here.	

To	get	the	ecological	part	correct	in	our	communities	and	planet,	we	need	to	get	the	economic	part	

correct	 also,	 as	 they	 are	 both	 intrinsically	 connected.	 Any	 ecological	 economic	 system	 must	 live	

within	the	 limits	of	 life	on	earth,	 this	means	breaking	from	the	current	economic	model	of	endless	

growth.	 This	 dissertation	 suggests	 that	 the	 current	 system	 of	 global	 capitalism	 under	 the	 present	

form	 of	 Neoliberalism	 is	 not	 compatible	 with	 such	 a	 sustainable	 system;	 therefor	 a	 break	 from	

capitalism	 is	 required.	 The	 base	 of	 the	 transition	 centres	 on	 reconstructing	 our	 relationships	with	

energy,	most	of	all;	oil.	While	many	forms	of	alternatives	exist,	this	paper	sees	the	Ecocity	model	as	

being	 part	 of	 a	 PostCapitalist	 solution	 for	 the	 planet.	 It	 suggests	 pathways	 based	 on	 the	 Creative	

Descent	responses	to	the	twin	challenges	of	global	warming	and	peak	oil	that	are	being	developed	by	

various	groups	all	around	the	planet	today,	principally	Permaculture,	Degrowth	and	Agroecology.	

Common	agreement	is	that	Curitiba	is	not	an	Ecocity	today,	nor	a	Sustainable	City.	While	the	city	has	

shown	innovation	in	the	past	in	certain	areas,	the	wider	city	struggles	today	with	a	quickly	growing	

metropolis.	Municipalities	 need	 to	work	 together	 better,	with	mayors’	 offices	 committing	 to	 truly	

sustainable	development	and	facilitating	an	increased	structure	of	citizen	participation.		

Since	new	direct	action	focused	movements	in	2007,	Curitiba	has	started	to	be	transformed	through	

Social	Movements	 based	 on	 radical	 ecology,	 citizen	 participation,	 inclusivity	 and	 a	 vibrant	 cultural	

movement	to	effect	political	change	in	the	urban	landscape.	In	recent	years	these	movements	have	

matured,	won	many	victories	and	began	to	occupy	municipal	institutions.	With	the	growth	of	more	

community	gardens	and	similar	small	scale	projects,	new	citizen	networks	are	forming	in	the	public	

realm,	 facilitating	a	much-needed	 face-to-face	means	of	engagement	 that	 fosters	 trust.	 This	paper	

adds	 its	voice	to	growing	calls	over	recent	years,	 for	Curitiba’s	government	to	enable	all	citizens	to	

participate	in	the	process	of	making	the	city,	50	years	since	Lefebvre’s	Right	to	the	City	call.	With	the	

election	 of	 Goura	 in	 2016	 and	 his	Municipalist	 type	 structure	 that	 is	 open	 to	 all	 citizens,	 a	 great	

opportunity	exists	to	develop	these	local	citizen	movements	and	projects	into	something	deeper,	as	

is	 happening	 currently	 with	 other	 global	 cities	 and	 communities	 such	 as	 Barcelona	 and	 Rojava	 in	

Syria.	Facing	the	global	ecological	crises,	citizen	movements	could	transform	Curitiba	into	an	Ecocity.		

Citizen	 Participation	 is	 the	 key	 to	 achieving	 these	 objectives	 by	 building	 local	 accessible	 solutions	

based	 on	 shared	 economic,	 educational,	 political	 and	 cultural	 values.	 The	 challenge	 is	 to	multiply	

existing	solutions	and	connect	the	communities.	Thereby	greening	the	city,	fixing	our	city.	Lets	go.		
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